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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . When strikethrough 
cannot easily be perceived, or when five or fewer characters are deleted, [[double brackets]] are 
used to show the deletion- The status of each claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently 
amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or (not entered). 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution method utilized by a 
system including a arauft- plurality of user terminals and a computer connected to the g roup of 
user terminals via a network, the information-distribution method including: 

a d esi gn a t i on acc e pting st e p of accepting,, from any of the user terminals, b e ing a 
de s i gnator, designation of at least any one other user terminal among the user terminals,, by the 
computer; 

a s to ri n g step of -storing, by the computer, a buddy list in which at least one d e signator - 
ysendentifier identifying any-ajjser terminal that is a d e sign a tor in said d e s ig n ati on a cc e pt i ng 
step-ts correlated with a d e sign ee us e r at least one other i dentifier identifying the at least one 
other user terminal designated in said de s ignation-a cc e pting st e p accepting designation ; 

an i nformat ion-a cc ep t i ng st e p of accepting, by the computer, from a fifst -source user 
terminai being a distribu ter among the user terminals, ^distribution content to be distributed^ 

a d i str i b uti on condit i on - acc e pt i ng - step of accepting, by th e comput e r, from th e 
distributor - us e r ter -mmal and a distribution condition according to which the distribution content 
accepted in s ai d informat i on acc e pt i ng st e p is distributed , the distribution condition including a 
stop condition ; 

a d i str i but e e - cand i dat e d e t e rmining step of determining, by the computer, one or more 
distributee candidat e primary destination user terminals to which the distribution content will be 
distributed, the distr i but ee candidat e primary destination user t erminals being at le ast on e 
selected from user terminals whose identifiers are cbrrelativelv stored with the identifier of the 
source terminal in the buddy list in accordance with the distribution condition , from second user 
t e rminals am ong tho dosignoo user ter minals stored, in said s toring step, correc ti v ely w i th - t he 
d e signator - us e r id e ntif ie r id en tif ying the dis tri b ut o r-u ser termina l; 
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a f irs t distribution step of t ransmitting, by the computer, the distribution content acc e pted 
in said inform a tion - accept i ng st e p t o the one or more d i stribut ee- cand i dat e primary destination 
user t erminals; 

a r n rnpH Hfrtrih i itinn rtnp rrf tr n nr . mitting th n rii fi tribut i on contont. bv th e until the Stop 

condition is satisfied, for anv recipient user terminal havmg -that has received the distribution 
content, determining, bv the computer, one or more destination user terminals to which the 
distribution content will be distributed, the destination user terminals beino selected from user 
terminals whose identifiers are correlativeiv stored with the identifier of the recipient terminal in 
the buddy list, in accordance with the distribution condition. t o come or al l of on e or mor e th i rd 
user t e rminal s that are r e g i ster e d i n tho buddy l ist of ^distr i but ee candidate term i na l s; and 
a d i str i but i on cat e nating ot op of sending th o di s tr i but i on c o nt e n t-o ne aft e r another to the th i rd 
us e r t e rmin al thot th e u se r t e rminal that r e c e iv o d the d i stribution content d e signat e s by 
fepeatm g said s e cond d i str i but io n st e p ; 

wh?Hn Hjrt r i h, itinn mnHitinn .. innnpfing r . tap innlurfaB r e ooiv i na a and transmitting the 
distribution content from the recipient user terminal to the one or more desti nation terminalstee 
cond i tion for c topp i ng said distr i bution catenating s t o p, and stopping r e p e ating th e se cond 
distr i but i on step wh e n tho stop condition is sat i sf i ed . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1 , wherein said distribution condition acc e pt i ng st o p i nc l ud e s rec e iving from the first 
distribution condition sent bv the source user terminal to the computer includes an identifier 
miffirtinn nf ths» nt least nnn dintributeo candidate of a primary user t erminal. 

3. (CANCELLED). 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 

claim 1 , further comprising: 

recording stop-condition candidates that are alternatives for the stop distribution 

condition; and 

acc e pting a s e lect i on of s electing at least one of the stop-condition candidates as the 
stop distribution condition by the fifst -source user terminal. 
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5, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The information-distribution method set forth 
by claim 4 f wherein the stop-condition candidates include a maximum count of user-terminals 
that distribute the distribution content. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 4, wherein the stop-condition candidates include a depth-level restriction indicating path 
length between the first-source user terminal and user terminals to which the distribution content 
is distributed. 

7, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The information-distribution method set forth 
by claim 4, further including: 

receiving, from reporter-user terminals among the user terminals, status reports on user 
terminals; and 

storing statuses of the user terminals as reported correlatively with user identifiers 
identifying the reporter-user terminals, wherein the stop-condition candidates include a 
restriction of user terminals distributing the distribution content according to the corresponding 
status. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The information-distribution method set forth 
by claim 4, wherein the stop-condition candidates include an expiration date for distributing the 
distribution content. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1 , wherein the distribution content contains a request of a user operating the first-source 
user terminal, and the stop distribution condition includes a fulfillment condition that serves as a 
judgment criterion forjudging whether or not the request has been met. 

10, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 9, wh e r e in -s a i d d istr ibut i on - ^ ^ comprising : 

storing fulfillment-condition candidates that are alternatives for the fulfillment conditions; 

and 

accepting aselection of at least one of the fulfillment-condition candidates. 
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11 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1 , whereim 

the distribution content contains a request by the-auser operating the fifsfc- source user 
terminal;-and 

the distribution condition s aid d i stribut i on condit i on acc e pting st e p includes acc e pting a 
fulfillment condition that serves as a judgment criterion forjudging whether or not the request 
has been met, and 

a ccepting a r e sponse to, if the fulfillment condition has been met, user terminals to which 
the distribution content has been distributed and/or the fifst -source user terminal receive a 
response to the request . 

1 2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 11, 'vh " r ^ '" ™m Hictrihutinn nnnriitinn nnn n pt i ng s tep f urther-inelude s comprising : 

storing response candidates that are alternatives for the r es pons e s response : and 
acc e pting se l ection of s electing a t least one of the response candidates. 

1 3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 11, wherein Hirtrihntinn rendition nnn n pting step f urthe r incl ud e s comprising : 

storing response candidates that are alternatives for th o r es pons e s response , and 
a cc e pting s ele ct i on of s electing at least one of the response candidates^ wherein the 
response candidates include a response reporting, to user terminals to which the distribution 
content has been distributed and/or the fast -source user terminal, that the fulfillment condition 
has been satisfied. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 11, wtefeto said HiHrihntinn condition nnn n pting s tep f urther-metade s comprising : 

storing response candidates that are alternatives for the respons e s response , and 
accepting s e l ect i on of s electing at least one of the response candidates^ wherein the 
response candidates include a response reporting to the first -source user terminal user 
identifiers identifying user terminals that have contributed to satisfying the fulfillment condition. 
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15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 11 » wh e r e in s aid d i stribution-oondition -a oc e pt i ng st e p furthe r includ e s including : 

storing response candidates that are alternatives for the re sp on ses response , and 
acc e pt i ng s ele ction of selecting at least one of the response candidates^ wherein the 
response candidates include a response reporting, to user terminals to which the distribution 
content has been distributed and/or the fifst- source user terminal, the distribution cont e nt t hat 
the fulfillment condition for which has been satisfied. 

1 6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 11, further including: 

a r e spons e- rece i ving st e p of receiving a response from a user terminal to which the 
distribution content has been distributed; 

a |y dg m e Rt s t ep" Of j u dg i ng , based on the received response r eceived -i n said r e spons e 
rec e iving st e p, w hether or not the fulfillment condition has been satisfied; and 

a r e spons e e xecution st e p, if the fulfillment condition has been satisfied, ©^executing the 
re5ponser P e <^v e < ^ n - s ai d^ ^ to the user terminals to which the 

distribution content has been distributed and/or the fifst -source user terminal. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1, further including: 

a r e c e iv i ng - cond i t i ons st e p of receiving, from setter-user terminals among the user 
terminals, settings as to receiving conditions that serve as criteria forjudging whether or not to 
receive the distribution content tr a nsmitted th r ough -s a i d s e con d 
distribution st e p ; 

a-roeeMng^^ the receiving conditions correlatively with 

user identifiers identifying the setter-user terminals; 

a r e c e pt i on - satisfying st e p of j udging, prior to-exesutin g said first distr ibution s t ep or s a id 
second distribution step transmitting the distribution content , whether or not the receiving 
conditions p e r4h e- d JS tr^ or the third user terminals are satisfied for a 

user terminal to selected to receive the distribution content : and 
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a transmission - r e gu l ating st e p of, i n accordanc e with the judgment resu l ts from said 
recept i on-sati s f y in g step r exeouti ng or term i n a t i ng e xecution of sa i d f i rst distribut i on step or said 
s e cond distr i bution st e p transmitting the distribution content if the receiving conditions are 
satisfied according to the judging . 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1 , further including: 

a 4orw a rd i ng - Gor >diti ons st e p of receiving, from setter-user terminals among the user 
terminals, settings as to forwarding conditions that serve as criteria forjudging whether or not to 
transmit to some or all of the third -destination user terminals the distribution content4rafis m i tt e d 
through said s e cond d i stribut i on st e p ; 

a 4orw a rd i ng - c o Rd i Ue fts s toring - s tep - of -st ori n g the forwarding conditions correctively with 
user identifiers identifying the setter-user terminals; 

a forw ar d ing s a tisfying s tep o f j udging , pr i or to e xecuting said s e cond distribut i on st e p, 
whether or not the forwarding conditions are satisfied p ef-for the -a destination user t e rmina l s 
terminal t o which the distribution content has been distributed are satisfied; and 

a- fc r w a r - d m g regulat i ng st e p of, in accordanc e with th e judgm e nt r e su l ts from sa i d 
forwai^ing - s a t l ^ e xecut i on of s a i d second distribution st e p 

ending distribution for the destination terminal for which the forwarding conditions are not 
satisfied according to the judging . 

1 9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1, wherein in said s e cond distribution st e p a ju dgme nt i s m a d e as to further comprising: 

judging whether or not the third -destination user terminals include any user terminals to 
which the distribution content has already been transmitted, and-so that the distribution content 
is transmitted to som e or al l of only to t he third- destination user terminals apa rt - froro - any us e r 
terminate -to which the distribution content has not already been transmitted. 

20. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1, further including: 

a iv i ftc en t i w ^ incentive criteria for determining incentives offered to 

user terminals having received and/or transmitted the distribution content; and 
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an inc e nt i v e- offer i ng st e p of offering, to the user terminals having received and/or 
transmitted the distribution content, incentives in accordance with the incentive criteria. 

21 , (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information-distribution method set forth by 
claim 1 , wh e y e ifs further comprising: 

said storing step includ e s, wh e n stori ng the u s e r ident i fi e r id e ntify i n g-t ho de si g n ator us e r 
ter mina l , corr el at i v el y with the at le ast on e d es ignee us e r id entifier, grouping the de signe e at 
least one other user identifiers in the buddy list , if more than one, and storing them group-by- 
group correlatively with group names - wherein s ald-dl stribution - cond i tion - a cce pt i ng step 
acc e pts, as a t he distribution condition includes identicalness or similarity between associations 
of the group names; and 

s ai d distribu tee -candi date det e rminin g step includes judging whether or not a group 
name stored correlatively with a first-order source user identifier is identical with or similar to a 
group name designated by the distribution condition, and determining a user terminal stored 
correlatively with a group name judged to be an identical or similar user terminal to be a 
caratidate -destination t erminal to which the distribution content is distributed. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution device connected to 
user terminals via a network, the information-distribution device comprising; 

a-designation-accepting means for accepting from any of the user terminals , b e ing a 
d e signator, designation of at least am^ one other user terminal among the user terminals; 

^storing means for storing a buddy list in which at least one design ator - u se F- identifier 
identifying any-auser terminal t h at is a designator by sa id de s i gnat i on acc e pting means- is 
correlated with a- d e s i a n ee u s e r at least one other identifier identifying the at least one other 
userterminai d e signat e d whose designation has been accepted by said designation-accepting 
means; 

arv-information-accepting means for accepting, from a first -source user terminal b e i ng a 
d istributor among the user terminals, ^informational content to be distributed; 

a-distribution-condition-accepting means for accepting from the di s tributor - us e r source 
terminal a distribution condition according to which the distribution content acc e pt e d by said 
informat i on - a cc e pting m e an s is distributed , the distribution condition including a stop condition ; 
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^distributee-candidate-determining means for determining one or more distributee 
oaf^ate- primarv destination terminals to which the distribution content will be distributed, the 
distribu t ee candidat e primary destination t erminals being at l east on e selected from user 
terminals whose identifiers are correlativelv stored with the identifier of the source terminal in 
the buddy list , in accordance with the distribution condition , from s e cond user t e rminals among 
th e des i g n ee us e r termina l s stored^ by sa i d storing means, corr el ativ e ly w i fe t he desi gn a tor - us e r 
identifi e r identifying th e distributor - us e r term i n al; 



a-first distribution means for transmitting the distribution content accept e d by s ai d 

I nform ati on acc e pting m e ans to the one or more d i stribut ee candid ate- primary destination 
terminals; 

a-second distribution means for transmitting the distribution content, from any recipient 
user terminal to which the distribution content has been sent, to some or all of one or more thifd 
destination user terminals that ar o r e gist e red s elected from user terminals whose identifiers are 
correlatively stored with the identifier of the recipient terminal in the buddy list-et^he^^ 
candidat e t e rminals , in accordance with the distribution condition ; and 

a-distribution-catenating means for iteratively activating said second distribution means, 
wh^ in *n jd distributio n co n dit i on accepting m e ans r e c eive^a- until the stop condition^ 
s topping s a id d i str i bution cat en at i ng m e ans is satisfied . 

23, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium on which is 
recorded a information-distribution program utilized by a computer connected to user terminals 
via a network, the computer-readable recording medium on which is recorded a information- 
distribution program for executing: 

a d e s i gnation - acc e pting step of accepting,, f rom any of the user terminals, b eing-a 
designator, designation of at least any one other user terminal among the user terminals; 

a s to ring ste p of storing a buddy list in which at least one d e signator - user identifier 
identifying smy-auser terminal that is a d e s i gn a tor in said d e sign a ti o n a c cepti n g st e p -is 
correlated with a dosian ee us e r at least one other identifier identifying the at least one other 
user terminal designated in figid-d ^ i gnation - acceptino -s te p accepting designation ; 

a n i nformat ion a ccepti ng step of accepting, from a fifst- source user terminal b e ing a 
d i strib u tor among the user terminals, amriformationai content to be distributed? 
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a d i stribut i on condition accept i ng st e p of acc e pting from th e distr i butor us o r t e rm i nal and 
a distribution condition according to which the distribution content acc e pt e d i n ooid information - 
a ccep t i ng ste p is distributed , the distribution condition including a stop condition ; 

a distributee candidat e d o t o rmining st e p of determining one or more d i stribut ee - 
candidate primary destination user terminals to which the distribution content will be distributed, 
the dintribut oG ! cand i dat e primary destination user t erminals being at l east one selectedr-to 
accordanc e with tho distribution condition, f rom second-user terminals whose identifiers are 
correlative^ stored with the identifier of the source terminal in the buddy list, in accordance with 
the distribution condition -a m o ng - the d e sign e o user terminals stor e d, i n said st o r i ng st e p, 
oorrelot i v e ly with tho designator u se r id e nt i fier id e ntifying the distributor us o r term i nal ; 

a first d i stribution step of t ransmitting the distribution content accepted i n said 
information -ac c e pt i ng st e p t o the one or more d i ntribntRCi c an did a t e primary destination user 
terminals; 

a cc conr l r l in t r i h ii ti^n <*t » p nf ^nrmitt i ng th n Hir . tr i hntinn nnntentuntil the stop condition is 
satisfied , frem-for any recipient user terminal to which the distribution content has been sent, 
determining one or more destination user terminals to which the inform ational content will be 
distributed, the destination user terminals being selected from user term inals whose identifiers 
are correlativelv stored with the identifier of the recipient termin al in the buddy list, in 
accordance with the distribution condition, and transmitting the inf ormational content to some or 
all of one or more third user terminals that are registered in the buddy list of the distributee- 
candidate terminals; and 

a distribution-catenating step of repeating said second distribution step, wherein said 
distribution-condition-accepting step includes receiving a stop condition for stopping said 
distribution-catenating step. 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer product utilized by a computer 
connected to user terminals via a network, the information-distribution product for making the 

computer function as: 

a-designation-accepting means for accepting from any of the user terminalSrteeing~a 
designator, designation of at least aw- one other user terminal among the user terminals; 
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a-storing means for storing a buddy list in which at least one d e signator - us e r identifier 
identifying any~aL.user terminal th a t i s a designator b y sai d d es ignat i on - acc e pting m e ans is 
correlated with a d e sign ee- u se r at least one other identifier identifying the at least one other 
user terminal d esig n a t ed whose designation has been accepted by said designation-accepting 
means; 

an-information-accepting means for accepting, from a first -source user terminal b e ing a 
d i str i butor among the user terminals, anjnformationa! content to be distributed; 

a-distribution-condition-accepting means for accepting from the dis tributor - us e r- source 
terminal a distribution condition according to which the distribution content acc e pt e d by sa i d 
jfi form a t i o n a cc e pting m ea ns is distributed , the distribution condition including a stop condition ; 

Shdistributee-candidate-determining means for determining one or more dis t - r -i but ee- 
cand i date primary destination t erminals to which the distribution content will be distributed, the 
distribut ee candidat e primary destination t erminals being at l east on e selected from user 
terminals whose identifiers are correctively stored with the identifier of the source terminal in 
the buddy list , in accordance with the distribution condition, fro m s e cond us e r term inal s a mong 
th e d e s i gn ee-u s e r t e rmina l s stor e d, by said -s tor i ng m e ans, corr elative ly w i th th e d e signator - us e r 
iden t i fi e r i d e ntifying th e distributor- us e r termina l; 

a-first distribution means for transmitting the distribution content accepted by said 
i nformation acc e pting means to the one or more distribut ee- candid a t e primary destination 
terminals; 

a-second distribution means for transmitting the distribution content, from any recipient 
user terminal to which the distribution content has been sent, to some or all of one or more tWrd 
destination user terminals that are regist e r ed- selected from user terminals whose identifiers are 
correlatively stored with the identifier of the recipient terminal in the buddy list of the d i s t rib u t ee- 
cand i d a t e t e rm i nals , in accordance with the distribution condition ; and 

a-distribution-catenating means for iteratively activating said second distribution means, 
whe rei n - said d i stribution - cond i tion ac ce pting m e ans r e c e iv e a until the stop conditio n~fer 
stopping s ai d d is t rib ution catenating m e ans is satisfied , 

25. (WITHDRAWN). An information-distribution method utilized by an information- 
exchange server able to communicate with a plurality of user terminals via a network, the 
information distribution method: 
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accepting, user-by-user in advance, registration of other users whom a given desires will 
consult information, and storing, as information exchange relationshil data, identifier information 
for the given user, correiatively with the other users of whom it is desired to consult information; 

accepting, user-by-user, redistration of first information pertaining to the given user, and, 
based on the information-exchange relationship data, reporting or disclosing the first information 
to users having an information-exchange relationship to the given user; and 

accepting, user-by-user, registration of second information containing conditions, picking 
out, as starting point, users included in the distribution conditions who will be first distributes 
and, as distributes for the second information, users who, based on the information-exchange 
relationship data, fit the distribution conditions, and transmitting the second information to the 
users picked out. 

26-28. (CANCELLED), 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution method for a system 
including a computer and user terminals connected via a network, the information-distribution 
method including: 

s t ori n g bud dy l ists i n th e comput e r -rea c h buddy li s t corresponding to a te rminal an 
in cluding at le ast on e oth e r t e rm i na l i d e nt i f ie r; 

providing distribution content to be distributed and a stop distribution condition to the 
computer by a fast- source user terminal among the user terminals; 

determining one or more second -destination t erminals to which the distribution content is 
distributed bv the computer based on the-abuddy list corresponding to the fast -source terminal, 
transmitted bv the source terminal with the distribution content ; 

first transmitting the distribution content from the computer to the one or more s e cond 
destination terminals; 

iteratively, until the stop condition is met, 

determining one or more destination terminals to which the distribution content to 

be distributed bv the computer, based on buddy lists received from terminals to which 

the distribution content has been distributed, and 
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se Gend 4r a n s m it tin<g - di strib uti ng the distribution content from the computer to t he 
one or more s e cond us e r destination t erminals, to corresponding one- or - mor e th i rd user 
t e rmin a ls that ar e regist e r e d in th e buddy I i s^e f4 he - r es p e ct i v e one or more s e cond 
t e rminals; an d 

distributing the distr i but i on cont e nt on e aft e r a nother to us e r - t e rm inal s on th e bu ddy-fete 
of^ ermina l s that have r e ceived tri e -d i st ri but i on conten t until th e stop d i stribution condit i on is met 
wherein the destination terminals determine when the condition is met. 



30, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution method for a system 
including a computer and user terminals connected via a network, the information-distribution 
method including: 

distributing a distribution content provided by a first user terminal to the computer, to one 
or more second user terminals identified on a buddy list as corresponding to the first user 
terminal; and 

distributing the distribution content from user terminals that received the distribution 
content to corr e sp on d i n g-one or more user terminals identified in o fhbuddv lists of the 
respective user terminals until a stop distribution condition provided by the first terminal is met. 
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